
 
 
2025/26 James C. Gather Junior Fellows Program  
U.C. Berkeley Campus ApplicaBon InstrucBons 
 
Campus Deadline: Noon, December 2, 2024  
Late Materials will not be accepted! 
 
The James C. Gaither Junior Fellows Program at the Carnegie Endowment for Interna;onal Peace is designed to 
provide a substan;ve work experience for students who have a serious career interest in the area of interna;onal 
affairs.  Approximately 15 students will be hired to work as employees at Carnegie in Washington, DC, on a full-;me 
basis for 10-12 months. Gaither Junior Fellows provide research assistance to scholars working within Carnegie’s 
programs, listed below.  They have the opportunity to conduct research, contribute to op-eds, papers, reports, and 
books, edit documents, par;cipate in mee;ngs with high-level officials, contribute to congressional tes;mony and 
organize briefings aQended by scholars, ac;vists, journalists and government officials. All fellowships will begin on 
or about September 1, 2025 and last through June 30, 2026. Gaither Junior Fellows are hired for a period of 10-12 
months. Some fellowships may extend through July 31, 2026 or August 31, 2026 by mutual agreement between the 
research program and the junior fellow.  
 
 SALARY AND HOUSING:  The monthly salary is $4,000, paid semi-monthly, subject to federal, state and local taxes.  
A generous benefits package is provided, including medical, dental and life insurance as well as vaca;on leave.  
Gaither Junior Fellows will be provided up to $1,500.00 (grossed up for taxes) in reloca;on support but are 
otherwise responsible for their own housing arrangements.   

Applicants must be nominated by UC Berkeley’s Gaither Fellowship CommiQee to be considered by the Carnegie 
Endowment for Interna;onal Peace. For the 2025-2026 applica;on cycle UC Berkeley may nominate two students.  
 
To be considered for university nomina;on, you must review the Gaither “Bulle;n” available at 
hQps://scholarships.berkeley.edu/gaither-fellowship/ AND submit the following: 

• Campus applica;on form 
• An essay (personal statement) of one page or less, double-spaced on why the student would like to 

become a junior fellow 
• Resume/C.V. (preferably 1-2 pages) 
• Two leQers of recommenda;on. These recommenda;ons can come from anyone the student feels can 

best speak to their abili;es as a poten;al Gaither Junior Fellow. Instruct recommenders to send leQers 
directly to ourscholarships@berkeley.edu. LeQers should be wriQen on leQerhead and addressed to: 
Gaither Fellows Selec;on CommiQee. 

• Transcripts from all colleges aQended.  The transcript may be unofficial. (We prefer unofficial) For your 
UCB transcript, simply upload a pdf of the academic summary from Cal Central 

• An essay of no more than three (3) typewri:en, double-spaced pages on one of the topics listed below.  
These topics are intended to test skills in analysis, logic, and wriQen expression.  The essays should be 
analy;cal thought pieces, not research papers (but also not opinion essays!). Please note that Democracy, 
Conflict, and Governance is the most compe88ve program.  You must have relevant, significant research 
experience in this area to be considered for this program. Students should submit an essay related to their 
primary research program interests, although the James C. Gaither Junior Fellows Program may ul;mately 
select an applicant for a program outside of his/her designated primary interest or make an assignment to 
more than one program. (While candidates may indicate a second research program choice on the 
applica;on, we strongly encourage candidates to tailor their applica;on towards only their first choice. ) 

 
Please note that the OURS Na;onal Scholarships office will not review applica;on materials before submission. 
However, nominated candidates will be expected to work closely with my office and their faculty mentors leading 
up to the January nomina;on deadline (which is during winter break). 
 

Office of Undergraduate Research & Scholarships 
National Scholarships Office 

http://scholarships.berkeley.edu 
Contact: Alicia Hayes (ourscholarships@berkeley.edu) 

https://scholarships.berkeley.edu/gaither-fellowship/
mailto:ourscholarships@berkeley.edu


 
 

TOPICS for 2025-2026 
 

Applicants must respond to the ques;on pertaining to the program to which they are applying. 
 
 A. Democracy, Conflict, and Governance Program.  Choose any two countries in the world, from two different 
regions, including at least one from the Global South. Explain how poli;cal developments in those countries in the 
past five to ten years embody what you believe are some of the most important elements of the global democra;c 
recession. Be sure to give some indica;on why you have chosen the countries you focus on.  
 
 B. American Statecrak Program.  America’s role in the world is changing, whether it likes it or not. What are the 3-
5 most important factors that will shape the context in which America conducts its foreign policy in the next two 
decades?  
 
C. Nuclear Policy Program.   Which state without nuclear weapons do you believe is most likely to acquire them?  
 
D. Technology and Interna;onal Affairs Program (Please respond to just ONE of the two following ques;ons).  
When you read or hear discussions about ‘risks of AI’ what ques;ons do you have that you do not think are being 
answered well? OR What technology issue will have the greatest impact on interna;onal stability in the coming 
decade, and why? James C. Gaither Junior Fellows Program Applica;on Process and Procedures 2025-2026  
 
E. Middle East Program.  The Middle East region is going through a huge, agonizing and protracted transforma;on 
characterized by dwindling oil revenues, rising popula;ons, failing governance structures and government services, 
rising extremism and sectarianism, and high youth unemployment.  The current situa;on has enabled regional 
powers to intervene in each other’s affairs as well as non-state actors such as the self-proclaimed Islamic State to 
emerge and spread new toxic ideologies.  What do you see as one of the most difficult threats facing the region 
today and the underlying drivers of turmoil? Discuss the impact this has had on two countries in the region and 
strategies that will help move these countries toward a beQer future. 
 
F. Interna;onal Security and Poli;cal Economy [to work with the Interna;onal Security and South Asia Programs] 
(Please respond to just ONE of the two following ques;ons). Many scholars argue that the world is experiencing a 
worrying period of democra;c backsliding, while skep;cal voices suggest that backsliding concerns are overblown. 
With reference to exis;ng data sources and democracy ra;ngs, which posi;on do you find more compelling and 
why? OR Should the United States end its ambiguity over defending Taiwan? 
 
G. Asia Program. To what extent are states in Asia "forced to choose" between the US and China? Consider poli;cal, 
economic, security, and other factors to substan;ate your analysis.   
 
H. Russia and Eurasia Program. The U.S.-Russia rela;onship has plummeted to unprecedented post-Cold War lows 
amid the war in Ukraine. Can this downward trajectory be arrested? What are the key dangers in the current 
situa;on and how might the White House seek to prevent things from gerng out of hand?  
 
I. Africa Program. The African con;nent is cri;cal to the future of the global economy in this century. Africa has the 
world’s youngest and fastest growing popula;on. The African Con;nental Free Trade Agreement now encompasses 
the world’s largest free trade area, by number of par;cipa;ng countries (54 signatories compared to the European 
Union’s 27). With the world’s largest number of mobile money accounts, digital innova;ons are providing new 
solu;ons to some legacy challenges on the con;nent, around financial inclusion for instance. And Africa’s abundant 
natural resources endowments, including minerals and metals as well as forests in the Congo basin, will be crucial 
to the global clean energy transi;on to combat climate change. Yet, the con;nent is increasingly becoming the 
epicenter of global poverty - with 33 of the 45 countries designated by the United Na;ons as “least developed” 
situated in Africa. Nearly two dozen countries are at risk of debt distress and around 600 million people lack access 
to affordable and reliable electricity. What domes;c/or global factors will shape the specific role that African 
countries play in the global economy? Illustrate your points with examples from two African countries.  
 
J. Global Order and Ins;tu;ons Program. The UN Secretary-General has depicted the world as “gridlocked in 
colossal global dysfunc;on.” What accounts for the failures of many mul;lateral ins;tu;ons, and what—if 
anything—can be done to improve interna;onal coopera;on in addressing major global challenges?  
 
 



K. Sustainability, Climate and Geopoli;cs Program. Imagine it is the year 2040 and you are working for a major 
interna;onal organiza;on. Your teenaged niece, who is about to begin studying for a bachelor’s degree in Climate 
& Geopoli;cs, asks you to summarize how the climate crisis and the responses to it have transformed interna;onal 
affairs since you were a student. In the interest of ;me, she asks you to focus on 2-3 of the most important 
developments. What do you tell her?    James C. Gaither Junior Fellows Program Applica;on Process and 
Procedures 2025-2026  
 
L. Europe Program (Please respond to just ONE of the two following ques;ons).  Should Europeans aQempt to build 
a “European Pillar” in NATO? What could this look like? OR What challenges do Europeans face when considering 
their response to China’s support for Russia in Ukraine?  
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 


